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be established by federal legislation. The relations between Church and State, including the highly controversial issue of the marriage law,1 were to be regulated in principle by the Constitution. The sources of taxation were to be distributed by federal legislation between the Federation and the Provinces. Thus the latter would have their own financial administration, without any possibility of encroaching on federal finances. The Second Chamber, based on Provincial representation, was to have a suspensory veto, and any deadlocks arising from its exercise were to be settled by a plebiscite which was not, as in Germany, to be dependent on the wishes of the President. This last proposal was never realised. The definitive Constitution also failed to embody a compromise as regards the relations between Church and State ; the easiest way for the episcopate to wreck the collaboration of the Socialists and the Catholics, which they disliked, was to forbid the Christian Socials 2 to accept any compromise to which the Socialists might reasonably be expected to agree.
Another year passed before the Constitution, with considerable gaps, was enacted. While the Coalition Government commissioned one of its members, the Christian Social peasant leader Mayr, to elaborate the draft of the Constitution, the extreme right-wingers in the Provinces made use of the reactionary wave passing over the neighbouring states of Hungary and Bavaria to call a special Conference of Provinces, on February
1 To understand the importance of this point, with which we are to be concerned below (pp. 269-70) we must remember that in the old Austria (as distinct from Hungary), all marriage law, as regards persons who were Roman Catholics at the time of marriage, was dominated by Canon Law, so that such persons, after having been legally divorced, could not marry again, even if they had meanwhile left the Church. Nor could a man marry who had been ordained priest, even if meanwhile he had become a rationalist. The Socialists, and also all sincere Liberals, had for many years demanded the repeal of such legislation. There was room for a compromise, for example by leaving the Registrars duties, as regards members of the Catholic . Church, to the Church, but introducing undenominational Registrars offices for marrying people whom the Church declined to marry according to Canon Law. Such a compromise had virtually been concluded in January 1919, when the Christian Socials were prepared to let themselves be outvoted without causing a Government crisis, provided the Socialist proposals kept within the narrowest possible limits (re-marriage for divorced ex-Catholics, but not for ex-priests). But the pan-German " Liberals ", after having for many years supported much more radical reforms, now foiled to support the Bill in parliament, with the pious and fulfilled intention of preserving that apple of discord between the Socialists and the Catholics. * ie., their peasant wing, which was rather more devoutly Catholic than the Vienna leaders with Jewish Big Business behind, and racialist Nazi demagogues alongside them, but sufficiently regionalist and Conservative to be concerned with the Survival of the traditionalist way of life in the Alpine Provinces rather than with forcing on the Vienna rationalist workers a way of life which they disliked, but which Big Business needed as a cloak for political and social reaction.